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Like jlva, brahman is also gender-less.
In the BhagavadGita, the Experiential Knower (one who has gained direct experience of the supreme
truth of the Self) has been described as ‘mama sAdharmyamAgatAh’.
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In the 13" chapter, the identity of the kshEtraJna (jlva) and paramAtma is enunciated.
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That is to say: kshEtraJna, the Consciousness, present in every body, illuminating and knowing the entire
inert universe is no different from paramAtma. This is a mahAvAkya in the BhagavadGita. Thus, the in
differentiated jlva-Consciousness and the inert: 011 erentiated supreme-Consciousness are one and the
same.
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We observe that a shiOka in the Bhagavata and a sh Cla in ShvEtAshvatarOpanishat relate to one
aspect or dimension of thus unity of jlva and paramAtinia.

In the Bhagavata:
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This stanza in the gajEndra-stuti states that the primary cause brahman is bereft of any attribute such as
god, demon, human, animal, male, female, neuter that is applicable to living creatures..
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In the Upanishat:

Ad Tl & GATAY o Y FAqH: |
JeITBRAGed o el & Foad |l 5.10

e BB, areyce Oon SReSwerT e, 3BT;, creR)TSe B0eTSY, B 0BBT &) Do) 20w Q.

jlva is really Consciousness that is bereft of any gender-attribute. A gender-attribute becomes applicable
only when a physical or material or gross body is assumed or taken on by the jlva.
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From these two citations, we understand: the relevance of the gender-attribute arises only in association
with a body; the body-less Consciousness cannot have any gender. That the jlva is intrinsically
unassociated with any organ, body, sense-organ, mind or feelings / emotions is elaborated in the stanzas
5 and 6 of chapter 13 of BhagavadGita.
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Thus, the jlva-Consciousness, without either the gross or the subtle body, consequently bereft of the
gender-attribute, is identical with the paramAtma-Consciousness, just Pure Consciousness. Any gender
attribute is acquired only on birth. And birth cannot happen without a caus :, i appens only as a result of
karma. Therefore, when all accumulated karma is liquidated, birth-free libeirauon is achieved. The
beginning-less janma-karma-cycle born out of ignorance binds the Consciousness; when true knowledge
dispels the ignorance, all birth-causing-karma is liquidated. The gender-attribute has no relevance for the
intrinsically birth-less Consciousness without a body.

8559559353 8F 0B SPDIY:

Stanza 8 of IshAvasya upanist
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The self / brahman has neither the gross nor the subtle body. (37TI# 31RR fogRRRafod sca: |
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FelR IUfaNer: |) akAyam = without subtle body; avraNam asnAviram = without the gross bodly.
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