IR 391 | RO

e R s Sankara désika me $aranam e,

¢ St Sankara SarasvataiSamvasvan

Complete Works of Sri Sankara with Interpretation
An introduction

Chief Guidance
SWAMI HARIBRAHMENDRANANDA THIRTHA

Sl o Acharya, AdiSankaraBrahmavidyaPeetha, UttarKashi, Himalaya «--ecceeet

Ly

EILERIMIRISIEE:
ArshaVidyaPrathishtanam
Thiruvananthapuram 695122, Kerala



“.. India has to live, and the spirit of the Lord
descended again. He, who declared, T will come
whenever virtue subsides, came again, and this time
the manifestation was in the South, and up rose
the young Brahmin of whom it has been declared
that at the age of sixteen he had completed all his
writings; the marvellous boy Shankaracharya. The
writings of this boy of sixteen are the wonders of
the modern world, and so was the boy. He wanted
to bring back the Indian world to its pristine purity”

-Swami Vivekananda
The sages of India
Lectures from Colombo to Almora




Sri Sankara Sarasvata Sarvasvam
Complete works of Sri Sankara

; ArshaVidyaPrathishtanam was established in the year 2009 as a
i voluntary institution with a view to propagate and popularise an-
i cient Indian philosophical wisdom.

In the same year, the Prathishtanam undertook, under the over-
all guidance of Swami Haribrahmendrananda Thirtha, Acharya
of Uttarkashi AdiSankara BrahmaVidya Peetha, an ambitious ac-
ademic project to prepare and publish, for the first time, the en-
tire available 160 books ascribed to that all-time great genius Adi
Safikaracarya with scholarly commentaries in Malayalam lan-
guage contributed by the authoritative Acharyas and other Vedan-
tic scholars.

It is pertinent to make a mention that so far no attempt has ever
been made by any individual scholar or institution to translate the
entire books of Adi Sankaracarya with necessary explanation, as
a whole, within the purview of a single Project into any language.

This unique and voluminous academic Venture, when complet-
ed, will comprise 18 volumes altogether, running into not less than
16000 pages.

Sri Sankara Sarasvata Sarvasvam
English commentary

Simultaneously we have completed entire works transliterated
in to English. English interpretation works of the same are ongoing.
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. Introduction
: By SWAMI HARIBRAHMENDRANANDA THIRTHA
HGGEe e i oo STy - (Fem 2x.20)

“The Vedas, which desire our goodness better than thousand parents, teach
us the essential divinity of all

AR o FE= -(3aT)

navédavinmanuté tarh brhantam - taibra.

‘One who is oblivious about $astras never realise that all pervading Truth’

Bharat, the motherland of ours, has never thought of conquer-
ing neighbouring countries so as to expand its boundaries. Nei-
ther has it ever attempted to accumulate wealth by dubious and
unethical diplomatic means. This great country for centuries has
steadfastly remained self-contented, practising and propagating
assiduously the compassionate and pacifying principle of non-vi-
olence or ‘Ahimsa’. The undying and underlying strength for this
hallowed tradition stems from the ‘Wisdom of the Upanisads’, the
greatest and the richest heritage not only of India but of the human
race as a whole. It is loftier than the Himalayas and deeper than the
Pacific.

Now-a-days we hear all around us various argumentation for
individual and social development like those of equality, freedom,
fraternity, various social reform theories etc. But if we trace the
genesis of these ‘modern’ theories, we reach inevitably to the great
Truth of the “‘Unity of Being, proclaimed in the Upanisads. It was
Realised Truth and not the fanciful views of any individuals. This
universal Truth, by its very nature, knows no distinction on the
basis of religion or caste and is beyond the confines of time and
space. It is eternal, infinite, universally applicable and immensely
beneficial.
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The advent of Sri Sankara Bhagavatpada, the foremost among
the great sons of this great country, was precisely for the mission
of the re-establishment of this profound Upanisadic wisdom.
Sri Sankara through his writings has enlightened us with an em-
pirical knowledge about the essence and potential divinity with in
every one of us. This is the one important fact we should realise
when we think of this great teacher and not merely dwell on ei-
ther his personal charisma or on his shortcomings. It is, however,
regrettable to state that the studies undertaken so far, more often
than not, their focus on his greatness only as an individual. Caught
in the cobweb of doubts, uncertainties, arguments and counter ar-
guments, the essence of his true nature - his profound knowledge
and realised wisdom - is either misunderstood or stands unman-
ifested.

A perfect, logical and convincing synthesis of all major philos-
ophies, materialistic ideologies and rationalistic interpretations
can be found in Sri Sankara’s works. As such, to understand their
deeper meanings and to make them the guiding principles of life,
there is no need to go in search of ancient manuscripts or scholarly
commentaries. Its veracity can be fully understood and verified in
the real life scenarios enacted all around us, ours included. What
these works reveal in the form of devotion and spiritual practices;
knowledge and wisdom; worldly pursuits and eternal liberation are
nothing but the naked reality as we observe in our own lives, both
within and without.

His writings, which include Bhdasyas, Prakaranas and Stotras,
reveal the depth and profundity of Indian spirituality, the imagi-
native simplicity of a great poet and above all, the compassionate
concern of a Heart yearning passionately for the betterment of hu-
manity. If only we sincerely make an attempt to be intimately aware
of them, we will surely be awakened to that tremendous power, and
these lead a life of fulfilment.
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For centuries, the authorship of the various and varied works in
the name of Sri Sarikara has been the subject of heated debates and
close scrutiny among scholars without, however reaching any defi-
nite conclusion whatsoever. The scholars of linguistics and history :
may perhaps find these researches alluring and interesting to them.
But what the world needs, and needs urgently, is not sets of wordy
duels or flaunting of vain scholarship, but to know and realise in
depth the life affirming and life giving philosophy contained in
these glorious works so as to make it serve as a sure guide to prac-
tical everyday living. What is the use of philosophies, when they do
not serve any practical and beneficial purposes?

It is a sad fact that we have not been able to make the great works
of Sri Sankara popular and thereby helps and benefit the public in
general. What is worse is that we fail miserably even to maintain
and preserve them in their pure form. In fact, the hordes of scholars
and researchers despite their valiant efforts have not been able to
indicate with any certainty the exact number of his works, thereby
showing their deliberate indifference.

Sri Sankara’s works, which have so far been confined as subjects
for debates and discussions of the scholastic community, must be
brought out in the open for the good and benefit of humanity. These
have to be translated into all major human languages. Their inter- :
pretations and explanations have to be used for solving the basic :
problems of human life and for establishing peace and harmony. i

Today when our country is surging forward on the path of glob- :
al economic reforms, we need to equip ourselves with this essential !
effulgence of cultural and spiritual wisdom to help us light our way :
and steer clear of pitfalls. It is only then can we pursue and fulfil the :
true objectives of life through economic and social development; :
inner peace and contentment can only then become a reality. ‘For |
the ignorant riches tend to become evil’ (Taittiriya Bhasya 1.4.2) ‘real |
¢ happiness is the result of both riches and goodness’ (Tuittiriya Bhasya
%, 2.5.1) - these wise sayings elucidate the above fact. '
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It is in this context that the ArshaVidyaPrathishtanam boldly
takes upon itself the arduous and bounden mission of publishing
the complete works in the name of Sri Sankaracarya with their
commentaries. By doing so we are confident of fulfilling the all-
time aspiration of the public conciousness. May these noble and
selfless endeavours achieve their desired end in due course with
dedication and perseverance.

AT A TEd S AT -2
matéva no raksati sankarabhasyasaktih

“The innate power of Sankarabhasya-s will guard us like a loving mother’.

Sri Sankara, medieval Indian philosopher and exegete, Hindu
theologian and religious leader, was the most famous exponent of
the school of the Indian religious philosophy known as Vedanta.
He affirmed that there is only one true reality (Brahman), an eter-
nal principle that is the source of all things, and that all differenti-
ation, plurality, and change are illusory. This school of thought has
exercised a deep and wide influence upon religion, philosophy and
culture in India for many centuries.

The New Encyclopedia Britannica Vol. 16
William Berton, USA, Ed.1983
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Sri Sankaracarya
Was born as the son of Sivaguru and Aryarnba in the village of :
Kalady, on the shores of holy river Periyar in Kerala, which is at the
southernmost tip of India. In the childhood itself, started a life of :
renunciation with the blessings of his mother after achieving mas- i
tery over all treatises of philosophy. After internalising the essence
of spirituality from GovindaBhagavatpada who was the disciple i
of Gaudapada, near the shores of the river Narmada, proceeded
to Kashi to continue ascetic life and carry out the composition of
Prasthanatraya. Following this, penned several texts with the pur-
pose of popularising Advaita philosophy and presented his points !
of debate by travelling across India, in a short span of time. As-
cending the sarvajfiapitha(the throne of omniscience), got established :
among great scholars. Founded four mathas (monasteries) in Srin- i
geri, Dvaraka, Badri and Puri. Appointed his chief disciples named :
Surésvara, Hastamalaka, Totaka and Padmapada as caretakers of
these respectively.

dvapare bhagavan vyasah kalau srisankarahsvayam

: If Bhagavan Vyasa is the foremost of all gurus of Dvapara-
i yuga, that position is for Sri Sankaracarya in KaliYuga. {

This $§loka will be helpful to gain an approximate idea of this
genius who displayed exemplary intelligence right from childhood.

AN T FIER eI,
SIS R, A FIRT HfE
astavarsé caturvedi dvadase sarvasastravid
sodase krtavan bhasyarn dvatrih$é munirabhyagat 5
He learnt all the four Védas within eight years. In the twelfth i

year learnt all sastras. By the sixteenth year, composed all Bhasyas |
(interpretations). In the thirty second year, left his mortal body.
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(Advaita Philosophy)
Slokardhéna pravaksyami yaduktam granthakotibhih
brahmasatyam jaganmithya jivo brahmaiva naparah

What is conveyed in millions of texts can be stated with half a
sloka; the cosmic energy (Brahma) is the reality. The world is an il-
lusion. The jivatma (embodied - soulness) is Brahma (cosmic soul) itself
and not anything else. :

Only the Brahma is real. Life and the non-living world are
all illusory interpretations of Brahma. When knowledge that jiva
and Brahma are one and the same, one will attain salvation, by
escaping from illusion or mdya. A man in the dark mistakes the
rope for a serpent, when the space is lit, they see only a rope and
the serpent vanishes. This is how the world of illusion disintegrates
when the maya fades and as the knowledge of Brahma dawns on
us. Therefore,Advaita philosophy propounds that Brahma is the
only reality and the material world is an illusion.

Jiiana(wisdom) dawns only in a pure mindscape. There is no
other way for attaining salvation other than wisdom. For the one
who follows Advaita philosophy (Advaiti), there is only one matter.
There is only one essence be it the soul, cosmic soul or brahma.
Man does not get satiated by anything that is worldily limited. He
searches for the unlimited perfection. There is only one perfect
entity. The Advaita philosophy is not mere the imagination of the
brain. It is the experience of the ones who have had realisation and
fulfilment. Advaita is personal experience. This is the essence of Sri
Sankara ideology.

Works of Sri Sankara

Though a debate on the authorship of Sri Sankara texts exists
even now, the texts published by SriRangamVanivilasam in 1910 is  ;

SriSankara Sarasvata Sarvasvam An introduction
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accepted completely, and the ones that are popularised as authored
by Sri Sankara after primary examination are included in the col- i
lection. These have been categorised as interpretation of Prasthana-
traya, interpretation of Upanisads, Laghubhdasyas (other simple inter-
pretations), Bhd$yavivamna (explanation of interpretations), Tika (detailed
interpretations), Stotras on Védanta prakarana(Advaita manual) articles, :
Upadesa(advices) writings, Anusdasana (instructions) writings, writings
on the science of Tantra and Mantra, Stotras (Hymns) of Lord Siva,
Visnu, Dévi and other deities, holy Rivers and Places for organising !
the collection systematically. :

Bhasyas (Interpreatations)
T U A TeT GATEIN
WURI = qud W srEeRt fage
sttrartho varnyate yatra padaih stitranusaribhih
svapadani ca varnyanté bhasyam bhasyavido viduh .
Bhasya (interpretation) is the process of narrating the meaning of

sitra (aphorism) in a language that is suitable to siitra and explaining
the right word.

Though there are many Bhasyas or interpretations, when we
refer to the term ‘Bhdsya’ three of them come to our mind. The
interpretation of Patafjali on Paniniyasiitras, the interpretation of |
Sabara of the Pirrvamimarsa of Jaimini and the interpretation of
Sri Sankara of the Prasthanatraya. :

Interpretation of Prasthanatraya(Tripple course of Vedanta)

Upanisads which come under the Sruti Prasthana, Brahmasiitra
which comes under Nydya Prasthana and Bhagavadgita which !
comes under Smrti Prasthana are termed as Prasthanatraya. The :
gems of knowledge in these became explicit through Sri San-
karaBhagavatpada. Only those with a sharp eye were able to see
their light and assess them earlier. What Acdrya (Sri Sankara) did |
i was identifying and organising these gems through the remarkable |
, interpretation of the Prasthanatraya. He has established without ;
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doubt in the Prasthanatraya that there is no way other than knowl-
edge for the attainment of salvation.

Interpretation of the Upanisads

In the Prasthanatraya, Upanisads which have an innate ex-
cellence are given importance. This is also called Sruti Prasthana :
(branch of Vedanta literature). The Védas are the source of all sorts of
knowledge in Bharat (India). The Rgvéda, Yajurvéda,Samavéda and
Atharvavéda has many branches. The Muktikopanisad states that
there are altogether one thousand one hundred and eighty branch-
es for all the four Védas. Each branch bears a fruit of wisdom at its
tip. They are Upanisads. As they are at the end or antha of Védas,
they are also called Vedantas. One Upanisad each for each branch
of Véda is what is estimated. There are twenty one branches for
Rgvéda, one hundred and nine for Yajurvéda, one thousand for
Samavéda and fifty for Atharvaveda.

In Muktikopanisad, though in the advice given by SriRama to
Sri Hanuman, the names of one hundred and eight Upanisads are
stated, it is also said that Mandiikya Upanisad is itself enough for
the attainment of salvation. The study of Dasopanisat becomes
essential when, even Mandikya Upanisad is not found to be suf-
ficient (or incomprehensible). The Dasopanisat are ISa, Kéna, Katha,
Prasna, Mundaka, Mandikya, Taittiriya, Aitaréya, Chandogya,
and Brhadaranyaka. These Upanisads enjoy the prime position in
terms of popularity and fame. Sri Sankara, through his interpreta-
tions, led these to light for the welfare of the world.

The life style of our ancestors was such that they used to
learn the Vedas while in brahmacarya—-student life- do yajrias while
in family life, do worship of God while in vanaprastha by entrust-
ing the responsibility of the family to the son and attain peace by
adopting an ascetic life and contemplating on the essence of Upa- i
nisads.
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Interpretation of the Brahmasdtra

Among the treatises of Indian philosophy the Uttaramimarmsa
which enjoys a prominent place has as its foundation, the Brah-
masitras, composed by Maharsi Badarayana. The Brahmasitra :
which is famed as a rhetorical text (Nyaya Prasthana), is the science of
cosmic consciousness. There are altogether five hundred and fifty !
five sitras through the one hundred and ninety one adhikaranas in i
the sixteen padas included in the four chapters (4 x 4).

In the first chapter called Samanvayadhyaya, all the vedantic i
statements are seen commingled in the cosmic consciousness. The :
second chapter is the Avirodhadhydya. The subject in this is solving
logically, the contradictions that exist in Védanta and the contra-
dictory debates of other schools of thought. Sadhanadhydya which
is the third chapter, combines the possibilities of sadhana in Vedan-
ta. The last chapter which is Phaldadhyaya is related to the Phala or
result in the form of salvation. :

All the siitras are constructed using limited words so as to make
the remembrance easy. Without interpretation the meaning of :
siitras cannot be comprehended. Each sitra gives only a hint. To
understand the crux of the sitra, only interpretations and versions
are the means. The Brahmasiitra has many interpretations and ver-
sions. Among what is available today, the oldest and the most im-
portant is the sarirakamimarnsabhasya by Sri Sankara.

Interpretation of the Bhagavadgita

Though the Bhagavadgita belongs to the Smrti Prasthana in the
Prasthanatraya(tripple course of Vedanta), Acdrya gives it the status, the
essence of all Vedas (samastavédarthasarasamgrahabhiitan) while com-
posing its bhasya or interpretation.

Acarya opens the interpretation of the Gita by stating that
there are only two means for the attainment of salvation. dvividho ;
hi vedokto dharmah pravrttilaksano nivrttilaksanasca’ -Upodghata
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(introduction) (The two dharmas propounded by the Véda are pravrtti dharma \

(action) and nivrtti dharma(renunciation of worldly activities)

Among the ancient texts there is no text that has the great-
ness of Bhagavadgita, other than the Upanisads. The duties of all
clans and purusarthas are stated in this text in an organised form.
Philosophies such as Sarhkhya, Yoga and Bhakti which seem to
contradict with each other are combined in this in a beautiful man-
ner. Modes of practice (sadhana) that suit everyone is contained in
the science of the Gita. That is the greatness of this text. Neither
is it too complex for an aspirant who is in his childhood, nor too
light for a philosopher who has attained great heights. The science

of Gita teaches one, the lesson that corresponds to the expansion of

his inner self and the amount of its purity.

It is very difficult to comprehend this science of the Gita
which is the essence of all the Vedas, without interpretation.
Though many interpreters have attempted to explain its meaning
through word by word interpretation, all of them seem to instruct
the worldly people contradictory things and multifarious mean-
ings. It is here that the interpretation of Sri Sankara which can
direct us through the right direction becomes significant.

The benefit of this science is the attainment of the ultimate
goal and the release from worldly affairs through it. This happens

through observing righteousness which is the embodiment of

self-realisation through ascetic life.
Interpretation of other Upanisads

The interpretation of Acarya is found for three more Upa-
nisads other than the Dasopanisads. These are for Svétasvataro
panisad which is the offshoot of Krsnayajurveda, Nrsithhapiir-
vatapaniyopanisad which is a part of Atharvaveda and Mandal-
abrahmanopanisad which emerges from the Suklayajurvéda.

Svétasvataropanisad is the teachings of the sage Svétasvatara to

his disciples who have taken to an ascetic life. In this it is firmly
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'\ stated that salvation can be attained only through nirguna b’mhm'd"-.,:
saksatkara or the actualisation of the form of cosmic conscious-
. ness that is without any attribute. The importance of saguna and :
i nirgunopdsana.(actualisation of the cosmic consciousness with |
attributes and without attributes) is clearly explained in this. The
explanation that caters to bhaktas as well as jiianis (the ones with |
knowledge) is a specialty of Svetasvatara. In addition to Sruti and
smrti a lot of slokas are seen quoted in the interpretation from !
Puranas. This Upanisad is helpful to solve many doubts that may
arise in the minds of sadhakas or practitioners in spiritual topics. !

Interpretation of the Nrsithhapirvatapaniyopanisad deals with
the topic of Nrsimha mantra worship. The actualisation of the ulti-
mate principle is established in it through updsana or worship.

3 Any sadhaka or practitioner can understand the secrets of Ra-
i jayoga principles through the interpretation of Acarya called Ra-
i jayogaBhdasya of the Mandalabrahmanopanisad through a debate
i between Yajhavalkya and Strya on Rdjayoga.

Other simple interpretations

Sri Sankara has composed interpretations for Lalitatrisati,
Hastamalakastotra, the offshoots of Mahabharata such as Visnu-
sahasranamastotra and Sanatsujatiya, and Adhyatmapatala which
originates from ApastathbaDharmasitra, in addition to Prasthana-
traya.

Interpretation of VisnusahasranamaStotra

Sr1 Sankara Bhagavatpada has made it clear that Visnusahas-
ranama is the greatest among stotras and the Bhagavadgita is the :
foremost among philosophical treatises, through the statement i
‘Géyar Gita Namasahasra’. Scholars are of the opinion that !
Visnusahasranama, composed by Bhismacarya, is the first one that
was composed in the category called sahasrandma and that all other :

i sahasranamads were composed in imitation of that. BhismaPitama- |
i hais of the opinion that with the chanting of sahasranama any dis-
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ease, chain, fear or danger will be warded off. It is a single shot to

materialise dharma, artha, kama and moksa

Though there are many interpretations to Visnusahasranama,
the one made by Sri Sankara is considered to be authentic. While
Acarya quotes only the Upanisads and the Bhagavadgita in other
interpretations to establish the Advaita philosophy, he quotes Sm-
rtis and Puranas in addition to Srutis in his interpretation of the sa-
hasranama. Through this process Acarya establishes that Puranas
and epics refer to the Brahma or cosmic conciousness which is the
supreme entity, the essence of pure inner bliss. When we enter the
sahasranama we can understand that the déva that is referred to
is pure cosmic consciousness devoid of the gender specifications
such as man-woman-eunuch cosmic consciousness, or individual
differences such as Siva, Visnu, Dévi, Siirya, Ganapati etc. It is also
stated that the same God is being worshipped with the names and
forms stated above.

Interpretation of Sanatsujatiya

Sanatsujatiya is the spiritual teaching given by Sage Sanat-
kumara to Dhartarastra on the request of Vidura in Mahabharata.
In its interpretation, Acarya discusses in detail the basic principles
of Advaita philosophy.

The statements, ‘It’s only through knowledge that one can attain
salvation’ (jiianadévatukaivalyar), ‘Eloquent is death’ (pramado
vai mrtyuh), “Through the purity of mind, action leads to salvation’
(cittasya Suddhayé karma, na tu vastipalabdhaye) are discussed
in the first chapter of the interpretation itself. In the subsequent
chapters, principles such as “There is no rebirth to the realised’ (na
sa punaravartaté) and “The jeevathma is brahma itself’ (jivo brah-
maiva naparah) are discussed. Along with that, the essential good
qualities that should be cultivated and the bad qualities that should
be avoided by the ones who seek salvation are also delineated in
i detail. Sanatsujatiyar is a scientific treatise that is beneficial to a
great extent to a spiritual aspirant.
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Interpretation of Sri lalitatrisati

Among the mantras to worship Devi (Mother Goddess), Pafi-
cadasaksari mantras are the greatest. Lalitatrisati is a Sri vidya |
mantra has three hundred namas (chants), having twenty namas
each for each letter. This also has the name Kadi vidya. The great- !
ness of Sri vidya is narrated through statements such as “The one
who does not have rebirth only gets Sri vidya  and “The one who
worships Sri vidya * is Siva himself’ It is stated in this that this i
stotra was composed by Kameésvara ¢ Kamésvari, comprehended
by Hayagriva who is the incarnation of Visnu, was passed on to !
Sage Agastya and handed over through the lineage of disciples and
popularised in the world. :

This stotra contains the meaning of the bijaksara or the root !
form of the letter, and was provided by the Mother Goddess to her
worshippers for completing all actions (karma) and desires (kama) !
through daily chanting. In the interpretation Acarya Bhagavatpada
has discussed the levels of vedantic meaning in a detailed manner.
Any sadhaka (practitioner) can understand the secret behind this
mantra which is mysterious and elegant with the help of interpre-
tation.

Interpretation of Hastamalakastotra

Hastamalakastotra is the source of spiritual knowledge that :
sprung from a boy who was adjudged to be a moron by the rest of :
the world. The slokas in this text give a clear detailing of great ve- :
dantic knowledge in a precise manner. As the essence of the Self is
comprehensible for anyone, just like a gooseberry in our palm it is
called Hastamalakastotra. This stotra is in the form of a conversa-
tion between the Guru and the disciple. The composer of this stotra
later became renowned as Hastdmalakacarya, the most prominent
disciple of Sri Sankara. Anyone who learns this stotra will under-
stand the principle ‘Ahambrahmasmi’ just like the lines in his
palm. By writing an interpretation to the work by his own disciple,

i Acarya establishes its greatness once again.
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Interpretation of Adhyatmapatala =S

Adhyatmapatala is a spiritual principle which is an offshoot ,
of Apastarhbadharmasitrar. This work which contains detailing
of the rise of spiritual knowledge through the erosion of karma
and discussions on righteousness and non-righteousness (dharma
and adharma) glistens through the grand interpretation of Acarya
bhagavatpada.

Sarkhyakarika Tika

‘Tikyaté gamyate grantharthah’. The meaning of the
sound ‘Tika’ is, ‘with this the meaning of the text is revealed
here’ Jayamarngala Tika is the Tika which was composed by Sri
Sanikaracarya for the Sarhkhyakarika written by I$varakrsna.
Many renowned scholars have commented that this Ttka cannot
be ascribed to Sri Sankaracarya. This is included in the collection
to invite more discussion.

Yogasutra Bhasyavivaranam (Detailing of Interpretation)

The Vyasabhasya has been prepared on spiritual principles put
forward by Sage Patarijali without deviating from the narrative
style of ancient sitras. A detailing of its interpretation, ascribed to
Sri Sankaracarya, published by Madras Government Oriental Se-
ries in 1952 has been included in the collection so as to invite more
discussions on its authorship.

Vedanta Stotras and Articles of Prakarana

Great teachers compose prakaranas which have the features
of upakrama and conclusions for making grand topics in sciences
intelligible to the ones with limited knowledge. Prakarana is the
way in which a grand topic is written with all features in one’s own
language.

Many teachers have written prakaranas on Advaita philoso-

phy. It is known to everyone that it is SrT Sankara who composed :
maximum number of vedantic prakaranas. It should also be stat-
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" ed that no other teacher has composed these many prakaranas ‘:

on the same topic. Acdrya teaches from the experiential orbit of
Advaita. The one who is experienced can declare things without |
doubt and with assurance. The statements made by Sri Sankara :
are such. We can see that philosophy in the great interpretations of
the Prasthanatraya as well as prakarana texts. In what is stated by
the ones who have a comprehensive outlook, we can see this com- :
prehensiveness. Sri Safikara composed prakarana texts and Ve-
dantic Stotras to make Advaita philosophy reach the masses. There
are simple texts which have only one §loka (Ekasloki) and complex
texts in this category. It is the narrative strategy and excellence of
Sri Sankaracarya to glorify Advaita philosophy even when the text :
is very simple. :

Compositions of Teachings
Vivekacudamani

This is a great text which is simple and special and can serves the
purpose of an experienced Guru, in his absence. This prakarana is
the demonstration of the cosmic principle that is propounded by
the statement ‘Tattvamasi’. Through 585 §lokas all principles such
as the universe, life, relations, authority, soul, God, salvation etc.
are analysed and defined, presenting the comprehensive vedantic
knowledge as sixty topics of philosophy. Each $loka in this an- :
nounces that it is the experience of a real visionary. This is a great
text that should be learnt by students who wish to familiarise Ad- :
vaita Vedanta at least to a minimum level.

Upadeésasahasri

The famous Upadésasahasri is the vedantic gems which were
picked and polished from the Prasthanatraya which have oceanic
opulence. There are many compositions replete with poetic exuber-
ance by Acarya svami which are in the verse form, for enlightening :
the disciples. Of these Upadeésasahasri is a philosophical treatise :

which is authentic in all respects, attractive in its form and an eter- ;
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nal gem for the realised. Two articles are there in it. The first one

is prosaic, which has almost sixty topics dealt with in three Pra-
karanas. In the second part, there are almost seven hundred $lokas
in which almost hundred topics are dealt with in nineteen chapters
in verse form.

SarvaVedantaSiddhantaSaraSarmgraham

SarvaVedantaSiddhantaSaraSamgraham is the most grand
and elegant text among all the Vedanta Prakaranas and teachings
by Sri SankaraBhagavatpada. If one learns this Prakarana in the
proper manner one can gain deep knowledge in the Advaita phi-
losophy. The narrative in this is that extensive and complete. All
sides of science has been touched upon in this text, in which previ-
ous stances are presented and philosophies are established. There-
fore, this Prakarana is a great blessing to students of Védanta as
well as aspirants.

Compositions of Anusasana

For the conservation of the spiritual heritage of India, Acarya
svami founded four mathas in Sringeri, Dwaraka, Badri and
Puri and encapsulated certain rules and conditions for their
management. These are included in Mathamnayopanisat,
Mathamnayasétu and Mahanus$asanam.

Tantra Mantra Sastra Texts
Prapaficasaram

Ways such as meditation, puja and chanting of prayers have to
be followed to actualise any deity. For this, mantras, ptjas and tech-
niques in yoga are essential. Saivagamas, Vaisnava pafcaratras,
Sakta tantras and Yogasiitras throw light on this. Many of the mod-
ern tantra §astras are written, based on previous texts. It is here that
the relevance of prapancasara, which is the basic text of the science
of tantra gets revealed.

SriSankara Sarasvata Sarvasvam An introduction
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In this text which helps to enter the inner realms of mantra $astra
the origin of our body is demonstrated in a detailed manner which
is a rarity. This helps the sadhakas (practitioners) to understand the
bond between the body and mantras. In this text which opens with
a prostration at the feet of Saradamba who is the essence of all :
varnas and mantras, we can find the five-deity concept of saura, !
ganapatya, $akta, $aiva and vaisnava.

Rare phenomena starting from the creation of the universe to
that of human beings, are pictured in thirty six patalas (chapters)
and almost five hundred topics. This also contains many rare instal-
lation mantras (pratistha mantras) and dhyanaslokas of paja prin-
ciple. Praparicasara, which demonstrates updsana which is worship :
within oneself in a detailed manner, is a guide to any worshipper !
(upasaka) including mantra - tantra - yantra worshippers. :

Saparyahrdayam

Saparyahrdayar is a text that unearths the secrets of saparya.
This text that contains the theoretical stance of piijas and norms as-
sociated, is replete with tantric, scientific and spiritual knowledge. :
This text underlines the fact that it is not just the execution of pijas :
according to the tantric principles alone, but the actualisation of the !
supreme reality of the Self that matters.

Stotra Texts or Chants for Worship

Mantras, chants and prayers pave the way for developing moral
values and culture in human community. A stotra is the collective
of sounds which are aksaras or permanent. The reference in it are
the qualities of one’s favourite deity. In it there are several stotras for
worship within, which serve the purpose of meditation. :

The essence of Sri Sankara’s teachings is that the means for
attaining salvation is understanding the unison of jivatma and

paramatma (cosmic soul), that the tool for knowledge is purity of :

mind, that purity of mind cannot be achieved without true devo-

tion or bhakti and that, in order to attain bhakti one has to devote
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oneself to God by forgoing pride as well as preferences and carry
out one’s duties and responsibilities without any yearning for the
result and thus attain divine grace. Sri Sankara favours those who
worship God as nirguna or the one on whom we cannot attribute
qualities such as satva, rajas and tamas, as well as those who wor-
ship, imagining God as the formless one with qualities (sagunan-
irakara). In the worship of God with form, Sri Sankara does not
demarcate between Siva and Visnu. He has authored stotras invok-
ing all major deities for the respective worshippers. While pray-
ing to each divine form, he states that each as the supreme one. In
Sri Sankara’s opinion, the most ideal deity is Siva for the Saivite,
Visnu for the Vaisnavite and Dévi for the Sakti worshipper.

BhujamgaprayataStotras enjoy a special status among the
stotras written by Sri Sankara. This is the best meter to express
bhakti and detachment. This is named as Bhujarhgaprayata in po-
etics as it has to be recited in a dragging manner like bhujamgas
(serpents).

For thousands of years bhujamgaprayatastotras are sung in
Hindu families and temples, to worship the serpent-adorned Siva
and Visnu who reposes on a serpent. It is believed that these were
first composed by Sri Sankara. Sri Sankara composed and recited
Sivabhujarhga and Visnubhujarmga in the presence of his mother
and gave her salvation in Visnu (Visnu Sayijya) which is inacces-
sible even to yogis. Even in our times these stotras are recited to
those who are on deathbed. In the bhujamgaprayata meter there
are stotras to worship other deities, composed by Sri Sankara.

Acarya svami has authored umpteen number of Siva stotras.
These stotras are helpful for receiving the blessings of Lord Siva
and to develop cosmic consciousness. Dévi stotras composed by
Sri Sankara gain importance due to the ecstatic pleasure it pro-
vides and its ability to get desires fulfilled. They explain the form
and refer to subtle principles.

Visnu stotras belong to another category among stotras. Visnu,
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tions of Rama and Krishna have rajoguna. Narasimha Moorthy has
tamoguna. Visnu, who reposes on Ananta, is the saguna actualisa-
tion of Brahmarn, which is a blend of nirgunabrahma and prakr-
ti. Along with Visnu stotras there are stotras of incarnation also.

Another category is the stotras for Guru, deities such as Ganapa-
ti, Subrahmanya, Hanuman and Sridharmasasta, those for mana-
saptja(for worshipping visualising in the heart chakra), matrpu-
ja(for worshipping the mother) and chants for worshipping rivers
like Ganga, Yamuna and Narmada and those for worshipping holy
places such as Kashi. :

The subtle principles are referred to in the works of Siddha poets
which are platforms of holy chants. Sabda(sound/ phoneme) is in :
the form of padam (word), mantra (chant) and varnam (phonemic
unit). Its meaning is also given in three ways. Of these, the stotras i
that are replete with sounds having mantras and varnas are note-
worthy. Those who learn it with proper comprehension can actual-
ise their desires. The Sri Sankara stotras that contain all these will
have more specialty. Stotras by Sri Sankara, which are paficakas,
sadkas, astakas, dasakas and $atakas have been discovered.

Through the chanting of stotras (stotraparayana) one can have
an experience from achieving knowledge of Vedantic meaning to
the actualisation of the Self. In Kaliyuga, it is japayajfia (any offer-
ing or oblation of chanting) that has more importance. Stotras are
helpful in japayajrias. All are authorised to do japayajia with no
distinction between the scholarly and the illiterate.
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Upanisadbhasya-s

1) 1savasyeopanisadbhasya
2) Kénopanisadpada & vakyabhasya
3) Kathopanisadbhasya
4) Prasnopanisadbhasya
5) Mundakopanisadbhasya
6) Mandikyéopanisadbhasya
7) Aitaréyopanisadbhasya
8) Taittirlyopanisad bhasya
9) Chandogyeopanisadbhasya
10) Brhadaranyakopanisadbhasya
Brahmasutrabhasya
SriBhagavadgitabhasya
Other Upanisadbhasya-s
1) Svétasvatardpanisadbhasya
2) Nrsimhapurvatapaniyopanisadbhasya
3) Mandalabrahmanopanisadbhasya
Laghubhasya-s
1) Visnusahasranamastotrabhasya
2) Sanatsujatiyabhasya
3) Lalitatrisatibhasya
4) Hastamalakastotrabhasya
5) Adhyatmapatalabhasya
Tika- Sarkhyakarika jayamarngalatika
Bhasyavivarana
Patafijalayogasitram bhasyavivaranam
Upadésaracanakal-
1) Vivékactdamani
2) Upadésasahasri -
gadya & padyaprabandham

3) Sarvavédantasiddhanta
sarasamgraham

Prakarana prabandha-s

1) Prabodhasudhakaram
2) Svatmaprakasika

3) Manisapaficakam

4) Advaitapaficaratnam
5) Nirvvanasatkam

6) Advaitanubhti
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7) Brahmanucintanar:—
8) Prasnottararatnamalika \. .
9) Sadacaranusandhanarm
10) Yogataravali

11) Upadésaparicakam

12) Dhanyastakam

13) Jivanmuktanandalahari
14) Anatmasrivigarhanaprakaranam
15) Svartpanusandhanam

16) Yatipaficakam

17) Paiicikaranam

18) Tattvéopadésam

19) Ekagloki

20) Mayapaficakam

21) Praudhanubhdti

22) Brahmajiianavalimala

23) Laghuvakyavrtti

24) Nirvanamaiijari

25) Aparoksanubhti

26) Vakyavrtti

27) Svatmanirupanam

28) Atmabodham

29) Satasloki

30) Dasasloki

31) Atmanatmavivekarn

32) Tattvabodharm

33) Vakyasudha/Drkdréyavivékarmn
34) $r maniratnamala

35) Atmajfianopadésavidhi

36) Ajfianabodhini

37) Paficamasramah

38) Balabodhasargraham

Tantrasastrakrties :

1) Prapaficasaram

2) Saparyahrdayarh
Anusasanagrantha-s

1) Mathamnayopanisat

2) Mathamnayasétu

3) Mahanusasanam

4) Yatidandaisvaryavidhanam
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Gane}apratahsmaranastotram

3) Ganésapaficaratnam

" 4)/Ganésabhujarhgam

5) Subrahmanyabhujargam

(:}) Sristiryapratahsmaranastotram

Sivastotra-s

7) Srisivapratahsmaranastétrar

8) Sivabhujarmgam

9) S|vanandalahar|

10) Sivapadadikésantavarnnana

. stotram

11) Sivakésadipadantavarnnana
stotram

12) Vedantasarasivastotram

13) Sivaparadhaksamapanastotram

14) Suvarnnamalastuti

15) Dasaslokistuti

16) Daksinamurttivarnnamalastotram

17) Srldaksmamurttyastakam

18) Srimrtyufijayamanasikap(ja
stotrar

19) Slvanamavalyastakam

20) S|vapancaksarastotram

21) Srlkaswlsvanathastotram

22) SlvamanasapUJastotram

23) Sivastakarn

24) Umamahésvarastotram

25) Sivapaficaksaranaksatramala
stotram

26) Dvadasalimgastotram

27) Arddhanarisvarastotram

28) Daksinamurttistotram

29) Kalabhairavastakam

Deévistotra-s

30) Sricandipratahsmaranastotram

31) Saundaryalahari

32) Dévibhujargastotram

33) Anandalahari

34) Tripurasundariveédapadastotram

35) Tripurasundarimanasapija

stotram

) v;cat\uhsastyupacarapwa
) stotram
37) Trlpurasundaryastakam
38) Lalitapaficaratnam
39) Kalyanavrstistavam
0) Navaratnamalika
41) Mantramatrkapuspamalastavam
2) Gauridasakam
43) Bhavanibhujarhgam
44) Ambapaficaratnastotram
45) Ambastakam
6) Annapdrnastotram
4 ) Annapurnakavacam
48) Sribhavanyastakam
49) Kalpasakhistotram
50) Sr|vag|5|stavam
51) Aryanavakarn
2) Dévyaparadhaksamapanastotram
53) Bhramarambastakarh
4) Saradabhujamgaprayatastakam
55) Kanakadharastotram
56) Annaplrnnastakam
57) Minaksipaficaratnam
58) Minaksistotram
59) Gayatryastakam
Vaisnavastotra-s
60) §rTvi$nuprétahsmaranastc')trarh
1) satpadistotram
2) Srinarayanafstadasakam
3) Srivisnubhujarmgaprayatastotram
4) Visnupadadikesantastotram
5) Laksminysimhapaficaratnam
66) Laksminrsimhakarunarasastotram
7) Sriramapratahsmaranastotram
8) Sriramabhujamgaprayatastotram
9) Panduramgastakam
0) Acyutastakam
1) Srimadacyutastakam
(acyutastakastotram)
2) Krsnastakam
3) Jagannathastakam
4) Haristuti
75) Govindastakam
6) Bhagavanmanasapiija
7) Mohamudgaram
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78) Hanumatpa‘ﬁéaf v
79) Dharmmasastrkesadipadavar
Nadistotra-s NN
80) Narmadastakam

81) Yamunastakam (1)

82) Yamunastakam (2)

83) Gammgastakam

84) Gamgastotram

85) Trivénistotram
Sthalamahatmyastotra-s
86) Manikarnikastakam
87) Srivisvanathanagaristotram
88) Kasipaficakarm
OtherStotra-s

89) Nirgunamanasapija

90) Matrpaficakarh

91) Pratahsmaranastotram

~_————

REQUEST
1. The texts that are included here after the primary analysis are
from the ones that were available during the printing of this book-
let. If you have any suggestion on further inclusions, please feel
free to inform ArshaVidyaPrathishtanam.

2. After the publication of ‘Sri Sankara Sarasvata Sarvasvarm’
ArshaVidyaPrathishtanam has been collecting the texts written by
other Acaryas from Sri Safikara Order. We encourage you to share
valuable related information.

In service of the holy feets of Sri Sankara
Co-Ordinator

AT FEARTRT A e TOTes e -(3.97.3958)
yairimeé gurubhih purvam padavakyapramanatah
vyakhyatah sarvavedantah tan nityam pranatosmyaham
Before every Guru who has transcribed the Védantas (eternal truth)
in to words before, our humble pranams, forever
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: In his short life of thirty-two
: years Sankara achieved that union of
sage and saint, of wisdom and kindli-
ness, which characterizes the loftiest
i type of man produced in India. Born among the studious Nam-
i budiri Brahmans of Malabar, he rejected the luxuries of the world,
: and while still a youth became a Sannyasi, worshipping unpreten-
. tiously the gods of the Hindu pantheon, and yet mystically ab-
. sorbed in the vision of all-embracing Brahman. It seemed to him
i that the profoundest religion and the profoundest philosophy
i were those of the Upanishads. He could pardon the polytheism
i of the people, but not the atheism of Sankhya, or the agnosticism
i of Buddha. Arriving in the north as a delegate of the south, he
: won such popularity at the assemblies of Benaras that crowned
¢ him with its highest honour, and sent him forth, with a retinue
i of disciples, to champion Brahmanism in all the debating halls of
i India. At Banaras, probably, he wrote his famous commentaries
i on the Upanishads and the Bhagavad Gita, and Brahma Sutras in
i which he attacked with theological ardour and scholastic subtlety
i all the heretics of India, and restored Brahmanism to the position
i of intellectual leadership from which Buddha and Kapila had de-
i posed it.

- Dr. Will Durant
(The System of Sankara)
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Complete Works of Sri Sankara with Interpretation
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ArshaVidyaPrathishtanam stands for propagating and popularising ancient
Indian philosophical wisdom.

It works under the overall guidance of Swami Haribrahmendrananda
Thirtha, Acharya of AdiSankara BrahmaVidyapeetha, Uttarkashi, Himalaya

For the first time, the entire available 160 books ascribed to that all-time
great genius Adi Sankaracharya with scholarly commentaries in English &
Malayalam language contributed by the authoritative Acharyas and other
Vedantic scholars.

It is pertinent to make a mention that so far no attempt has ever been
made by any individual scholar or institution to translate with necessary
explanation the entire books of Adi Sankaracharya, as a whole, within the
purview of a single Project into any language.

Prastanatrayabhasya-s (Upanisat, Brahmasitra, Sribhagavadgita), Other
Upanisadbhasya-s, Laghubhasya-s, Bhasyavivarana, Upadésaracanakal,
Tika, Prakarana prabandha-s, Tantrasastrakrties, Anusasanagrantha-s,
Guru-Ganésa-Subrahmanya-Sirya-Siva- Dévi- Vaisnava-Nadi-Sthala
mahatmya Stotra-s

This unique and voluminous academic Venture, when completed, will
comprise 18 volumes, altogether, running into, not less than, 17000 pages.
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